
English Curriculum Map
English - Our Why?

Our English curriculum is designed to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping 
pupils with the skills for understanding and applying spoken and written language, and develop their 
reading for pleasure.

We aim to develop confident speakers who are able to communicate with peers, staff and visitors, as well 
as people they may meet outside of the school environment through promoting oracy within all subjects.

1

Speaking and 
listening skills

Speaking and listening are crucial skills that enable appropriate 
communication to take place. Developing students’ confidence and 
understanding of the importance of using certain language when talking 
to others in particular situations is key.

 .

 

Big Ideas promoted in our English Curriculum 

Substantive Concepts of our English Curriculum 

C - Speaking and Listening for Functional Skills and Spoken Language presentations for GCSE 
English Language

R – Practice reading skills for reading exams for FS and GCSE English Language
W – Practice writing skills for writing skills for FS and GCSE English Language 

Revising Core Essential Functional / GCSE Skills for Reading and Writing 

. 

C - Speaking and Listening for Functional Skills and Spoken Language presentations for GCSE 
English Language

R – Practice reading skills for reading exams for FS and GCSE English Language
W – Practice writing skills for writing skills for FS and GCSE English Language 

Galaxy & 
Cosmos

1.2 Stories That Shape Us
C - Speaking and Listening for Functional Skills and Spoken Language presentations for GCSE 

English Language
R –Practice reading skills for reading exams for FS and GCSE English Language

W – Practice writing skills for writing skills for FS and GCSE English Language 

2.1 Society Speaks

2.2 Investigating Perspectives

1.1 Voices Of The World
R- To read and analyse 19th and 21st century non-fiction texts 

W- To identify explicit and implicit information

C- To develop discussion skills and respond to differing viewpoints

3.1 Resilience In Action 3.2 Becoming The Author Of Your Future
Revising Core Essential Functional / GCSE Skills for Reading and Writing 
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R- To read and respond to a dramatic novel- Wonder

W- To respond to characterisation in the dramatic novel 

C- To begin to ask a variety of follow up questions to find out more about an initial answer / 
information given

R- To begin to analyse the setting, themes, characters, narrative voice, use of language and 
structure.

W-To use non-fiction and transactional writing. 

C-To be able to reason what they think in small groups with confidence and use evidence to 
support this. 

R- Read by blending more accurately 

W-To develop knowledge of e acrostic poems, information text, persuasive writing 
and stories with familiar settings.

C- To demonstrate some understanding by answering simple questions using single 
words, signs or symbols

3.1 Enchanted Woodland
R- Make simple predictions – To be able to make predictions using front covers and blurbs. 

W- To begin to develop knowledge of recounts, information text and persuasive writing. 

C- Begin to ask how or why when responding to simple questions

R- To zoom in on common exception words. In books.  

W- To explore stories from other cultures, letters, instruction writing and patterns and rhyming.

 C - C-To begin to combine single words, signs or symbols to communicate meaning to a range of 
listeners

R: To explore and have an interest in books and overlearn familiar stories. 

W:To begin to develop knowledge of stories with familiar settings, letters and instruction 
writing. 

C- To ask how or why when responding to simple questions

R- Explore days of the week 

W- To begin to develop knowledge of stories with familiar settings, information texts, using our 
senses and explanation

C-To use language to communicate needs or feelings.

Rockets

Comets & 
Astro

Nova & 
Lunar

Stars &
Twilight

Nebular

Eclipse 
& Orbit

3.2 Our Wonderful World
R- To begin to read writing aloud by blending more accurately 

W- To begin to explore acrostic poems, information texts, persuasive writing and stories with 
familiar settings. 

C - To demonstrate some understanding by answering simple questions using single words, signs or 
symbols

1.1 Memory Box1.2 Team

2.2  Rio De Vida
R- Read common exception words 

W- To begin to develop knowledge of traditional stories, recounts,, extended stories and 
explanation texts. 

C-Begin to respond to questions that require simple recall

3.1 Beat, Bangs & Boogie
R- To make simple predictions – To be able to make predictions using front covers and blurbs

W- To begin to develop knowledge of recounts, information text and persuasive writing. 

C- Begin to ask how or why when responding to simple questions .  

1.1 Bright Lights Big City 
R -Begin to read own writing aloud with confidence

W-To To begin to develop knowledge of: stories with familiar settings, letters, 
instruction writing. 

C-To begin to use noises or gestures to communicate needs or feelings.

3.2 Blue Abyss 

2.1 Predator

2.1 Tremors
R- To read and study The Firework-Maker’s Daughter,

W-To To respond to plot, themes and characters. 

C-To repeat or rephrase what they want to say to help somebody understand 

1.1 Stargazers 
R- To read and respond to Gothic Literature Jekyll & Hyde

W- Transactional Writing Skills non-fiction texts. 

C-To begin to ask a series of questions- Focus on ‘what is a question why do we ask them? ‘

2.1 Paws, Claws & Whiskers

1.2 Traders & Raiders
’ R- Read simple prefixes and suffixes  

W- To develop knowledge of stories with familiar settings, information texts, using our senses, 
explanation

C - To use language to communicate needs or feelings- Use mood board to promote this in class. 

2.2 Playlist
R- Begin to make simple inferences and predictions.  

W-To develop knowledge of traditional stories, recounts, extended stories and explanation texts. 

C-To respond to questions that require simple recall

2.1 Our Changing World 
.R - To ‘zoom in’ on common exception words in books. 

W – To begin to develop knowledge of stories from other cultures, letters, instructions and 
patterns and rhyming. 

C- To begin to respond to questions that require simple recall

3.1 Moon Zoom 
R- Read a variety of poetic texts.

W- To write own poetry. 

C-To begin to use new topic words accurately and apply other topics. 

3.2 Interconnected World
R-To be introduced to a Shakespeare play- Romeo & Juliet

W - Use language and influence on the literary canon.

C- To use new topic words accurately and apply to other topics.

1.2 1066
R- Read and respond to Gothic Fiction 

W- To build description in narratives 

C- To begin to ask a series of questions to have a conversation

 2.2 Blood Heart
R- To read and study the Lord of the Flies.

W- To respond to seminal world literature

C- To begin to ask a variety of follow up questions 

2.2 Urban Pioneers 

2.2 Heroes & Villains
R- Use varied rich vocabulary in Hunger Games.

W- To respond to characterisation, language and narrative structure

C- To say all speech sounds clearly and correctly

3.1 Scream Machine 
R- To study a dramatic play

W-To comment critically and personally on writers’ ideas

C- To summarise key points in group discussions..

1.2 A Christmas Carol 
R - To read and study A Christmas Carol (Prose)

W- To create non-fiction texts 

C- To analyse speeches and the language used 

..

2.1 Social Divides, Rich & Poor
R- To read and study a dramatic play (Blood Brothers)

W- To create a review of the play. 

C-To begin to use standard English when talking (when appropriate) 

1.1 Macbeth 
R- To read and study a Shakespeare play (The Tragedy of Macbeth)

W- To respond to plot, themes and characters

C- To begin to use long sentences to talk about ideas

3.1 Resourcefulness & Resilience
Revising Core Essential Functional / GCSE Skills for Reading 
and Writing 

Speaking and Listening for spoken language exam. 

. 

3.2 Identity  

 Revising Core Essential Functional / GCSE Skills for Reading and 
Writing 

Speaking and Listening for spoken language exam. 

2.2 Power & Conflict
R- To read and analyse poetry 

W- To begin to respond critically to poetry

C- To use standard English when talking (when appropriate) 

1.1 Ancient Egyptians
R- To To read a variety of imaginative text 

W- Writing fiction and transactional skills. 

C- Begin to reason what they think in small groups with confidence

1.2 Tribal Tales
R -To begin to understand language and structure#

W- To build descriptive writing skills and sentence structure- seminal world literature Holes. 

C- To be able to sometimes reason what they think in small groups and begin to use some evidence 
to support this. 

 

2.1 Peasants, Princes & Pestilence 

R- To read and study a Shakespeare play (The tempest)

W- To respond to plot, themes and characters

C- To ask a series of questions to have a conversation

3.2 Allotment 
R-To read poetry anthology  

 W-To respond to the novel, The Secret Garden.
C- To be able to summaries some key points in group discussions. 

To be promoted through class discussions and oracy time

1.1 Gods & Mortals
R- To develop their critical skills on characters, themes, writer’s ideas. 

W- To build description in narratives 

C- To begin to repeat or rephrase what they want to say

1.2 Spirit
R- To read and respond to Gothic Literature 

W- To explore a wide range of devices to build description in narrative 

C- To begin to repeat or rephrase what they want to say to help somebody 
understand 

.

3.1 Road Trip USA 3.2 I Am Warrior
R-To be introduced to a Shakespeare play- Romeo & Juliet

W-To begin to apply knowledge to explanation texts, stories from other cultures, instructions, 
patterns and rhyming. 

C-To ask a variety of follow up questions to find out more about an initial answer / information 
given 

R- Read and respond to a variety of transactional, functional pieces of non-fiction.

W- Respond to a Shakespeare play

C- To be able to independently and confidently reason what they think by giving evidence to support 
their answers.
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